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Wake 
Forest 
president 
top paid 


BY JANE STANCILL 
jstancill@newsobserver.com 


Wake Forest University Presi- 
dent Nathan Hatch received $4 
million in 2015, making him the 
highest paid college president in 
the United States, according to 
data released Sunday by the 
Chronicle of Higher Education. 

Of his total compensation of 
$4,004,617, Hatch’s base salary 
was $839,944 in 2015. He was 
paid a $92,000 bonus and re- 
ceived $3,009,376 in other 
compensation. 
The category of 
“other” often 
includes tax- 
deferred contri- 
butions to retire- 
ment accounts. 

Hatch’s total 


Nathan package the pre- 
Hatch vious year was 
$1,084,511. A 


Wake Forest spokeswoman, 
Katie Neal, said the increase 
stemmed from an agreement 
when Hatch was hired in 2005 
for a supplemental executive 
retirement plan that would be 
paid out at the completion of his 
10th year as president. Each 
year, $255,000 was accrued in 
Hatch’s retirement plan, Neal 
said, but IRS rules require that 
the entire benefit be reported 
when the money is actually paid 
out upon full vesting in 2015. 

Neal said Hatch’s base salary 
is in line with peers at similar 
institutions. 

The second-highest-paid pres- 
ident in 2015 was James Wagn- 
er, the former leader of Emory 
University in Atlanta, who 
earned $3.5 million. Former 
Duke University President Rich- 
ard Brodhead received 
$1,257,980 in 2015, including 
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BY AUTUMN LINFORD 
Correspondent 


HOLLY SPRINGS 
familiar fight is play- 
ing out in this growing 
suburban town, where 
some people celebrate 
new neighbors, restaurants 
and stores while others be- 
moan traffic jams and crowded 
schools. 

But unlike many growth 
disputes throughout the Trian- 
gle that quickly fizzle, this one 
is bitterly dividing residents 
and reshaping the town’s gov- 
erning board. The way it all 
plays out could set the tone for 
years to come in terms of new 
development and construction. 

“There’s another Civil War, 
but this time it’s within Holly 
Springs,” said longtime resi- 
dent Kevin Adams, who volun- 
teers with the town and man- 


PHOTOS 


Traffic - a major concern of those who want to slow growth in 
Holly Springs - clogs the N.C. 55 bypass last week. 


ages a Facebook group that 
encourages discussion about 
local issues. 

During last month’s election, 
voters booted out two Town 
Council members who were 


considered pro-growth and 
replaced them with newcomers 
who want to slow the pace of 
growth so roads, sidewalks and 
schools can catch up. 

The top vote-getter in the 


Growth debate leads to 
accusations, odd election 


BY ROBERT WILLETT rwillett@newsobserver.com 


New homes sprout from building materials at The Mills on Avent Ferry Road Friday as Holly Springs in southwestern Wake County 
continues to grow and neighborhoods are carved out of farms and woodlands. 


November election was Chris- 
tine Kelly, who emerged as a 
divisive candidate after she 
accused some town leaders of 
ethics violations and com- 
plained about a plan to close 
part of the street where she 
lives. 

Tensions were apparent on 
Dec. 5, when the new six-mem- 
ber council met for the first 
time. A majority of the council 
selected Tom O’Brien as mayor 
pro tem instead of Cheri Ann 
Lee, who has been on the board 
since 2011, highlighting the 
emergence of two competing 
factions. 

Mayor Dick Sears, who has 
led the town for 16 years, and 
Lee are aligned as pro-growth 
leaders who have supported 
countless new subdivisions 
and commercial projects. Un- 
der Sears’ watch, the town has 
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This is the White House wise man 
Trump’s detractors are counting on 


BY KATIE GLUECK 
kglueck@mceclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

Around 2 p.m. on the afternoon 
before Donald Trump’s inaugu- 
ration, Hillary Clinton’s longtime 
aide and gatekeeper Philippe 
Reines was sitting on a couch in 
his Georgetown condo, still in 
pajamas, absorbing the new real- 
ity of the Trump presidency. 


Reines had stayed home from 
his consulting firm that day, still 
deeply shaken by Clinton’s loss 
two months before. But as he 
watched televised scenes of the 
president-elect's team assem- 
bling in Washington, Reines 
glimpsed the one incoming 
Trump staffer who could offer a 
glimmer of relief. 

“I recognized Joe Hagin, and 
immediately had a feeling of, 
well, at least that’s one person 


to say thank God about,” Reines 
told McClatchy. “In my mind, 
Joe Hagin is the first line of 
defense in avoiding nuclear 
Armageddon. I think if it ever 
got that far, Joe Hagin might 
save the world.” 

Hagin, deputy chief of staff 
for operations in the White 
House, is the rare, perhaps sin- 
gular person in Trump’s orbit 
who commands near-universal 
respect and even gratitude from 


across the ideological spectrum. 
He is widely seen as a steadying 
hand in an administration that 
has struggled with investiga- 
tions, inexperience and infight- 
ing, according to two dozen 
interviews with Trump, George 
W. Bush and Barack Obama 
administration officials and 
veterans of the Mitt Romney 
and Hillary Clinton presidential 
campaigns. 

As Trump’s approval ratings 


© More insie 


Donald Trump's accusers renew charges 
despite election. 6A 


hit historic lows and even his 
generally admired chief of staff, 
John Kelly, makes controversial 
headlines, those who know the 
inner workings of the presi- 
dency - and especially those 
who have qualms about Trump - 
frequently cite Hagin as a 
behind-the-scenes source of 
significant comfort. 

“Thank God for Joe Hagin,” 
said a former senior George W. 
Bush administration official in 


SEE HAGIN, 4A 


To subscribe or report delivery issues, 
800-522-4205 or newsobserver.com/customer-service 


Business 
Classified 
Comics 


7A Lotteries 
11B Obituaries 
8B Opinion 


2A Sports 1B 
8A Triangle 3A 
“nA Under the Dome 2A 


Jug 


JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE 20 YEARS OF HISTORY! 


jursday, December 14 ° Crabtree Marriott 
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. - Lunch and Keynote Speakers 
ry & Terrence Holt with 2016 Honoree John Kane presenting 
ase tickets at nando.com/201 7tarheel or call (919) 836-5613 


le Tar Heel of the Year has recognized leading visionaries, activists, educators, and trailblazers in our state. 
i This year we celebrate two women who have revitalized the culinary scene in North Carolina 


Chef, author, star of “A Chef's Life” 


VIVIAN HOWARD 


ASHLEY CHRISTENSEN 
Chef, author, owner of AC Restaurants 


